Cheri Cowell

Writers’ Conference Topics 

Publicity Blurb for Continuing Classes:

Organized

for Productivity & Profit in the Periodical Market
Do you find you’re spending more time looking for something than getting something out? Are you spinning your wheels not sure where to begin? Using the popular HGTV series, Mission Organization*™ as our theme, we will “get going” with tips on reading the market guide, writing queries, and implementing a follow-up and template system, all key concepts to master regardless of where your writing dreams may take you. Key concepts we will cover— 

· Time Stealers- not having a clear picture of who you are as a writer

· Energy Zappers- knowledgeable on everything/expert on nothing

· Joy Juggernauts- identifying what gums up our joy mechanism 
· The Market- how to analyze for productivity

· Guidelines and Samples- how to organize for profitability

· Queries and Cover Letters- how to use templates for proficiency

· Home Office Set Up- how to set up files for tracking publication

*Instructor is not affiliated with this popular HGTV series but must admit she’s a fan.
************************************************************************
Marketing and Platform: Turning These Twin Dreads into Your Biggest Assets

They ask, “What is Your Platform?” and “What is Your Marketing Plan?” These two dreaded questions are part of the publishing reality. But how do you get a platform if you don’t have one, and what are you to do when the whole marketing thing overwhelms you? In this class you will learn to build on your strengths while tapping into a plan any writer can put into place. You will leave this class with a step-by-step course of action so you can confidently answer the twin questions with, “Yes, I have a platform and marketing plan, let me show you.”

Key concepts we will cover:

· Are you a speaker or someone with a message?

· Becoming the “expert”

· Getting the gigs

· The business side of writing- dollars and cents

· Marketing verses Promotion
· Getting more done with templates
· Social Media, Article Writing, Networking
· Begin before the book is written

· A blueprint for action
Publicity Blurbs for Workshops:

Top Twenty Tips for Dynamic Devotional Writing

Are you presently writing devotionals for your friends or church and want to turn those into published pieces? Have you read a published devotion and thought, “I could have written that.” Having written over 600 devotions, Cheri will share her top twenty tips for developing and writing dynamic devotions that will sell.  

Reprints, Rights, and Rewrites—Getting Mileage out of Your Work

It takes twice as long and ten times the energy to write a new piece than to rework and resubmit that piece again and again. Learn how to get more mileage out of your work in this chock-full-of-tips-and-tricks class. 

The Proposal

What does one look like and does the non-fiction and fiction proposals differ? Come see examples of award-winning proposals and learn what can make yours stand out from the rest.

Often Overlooked Opportunities to Get Published

Need publishing credits? Would you like to make money now from your writing? Come discover publishers who eagerly await your submissions with checks in hand. These often-overlooked opportunities will fill in the gaps and add zip in your step as you walk to the mailbox. 

Go Green: Making Money with Evergreen Articles

Do you know what an evergreen article is? Are you aware every publisher wants evergreen articles? Come learn how to meet publishers’ needs by writing these timely, relevant pieces, and receive over 100 “I can write that” article ideas. 

How to Keep the Faith While Schlepping the Same Proposal Year After Year 

Have you been attending writers’ conferences year after year with the same proposal tucked under your arm? Are you wondering if this will ever happen for you? Cheri’s been (and in many ways is still) there with you. Come be encouraged, and learn how to hold onto your faith while waiting.

Mission Opposition Detection 

Using the popular HGTV series, Mission Organization*™ as our theme, we will examine obstacles- Time Stealers, Energy Zappers, and Joy Juggernauts- in the writer’s life, and learn trade secrets to overcoming them. 

*Instructor is not affiliated with this popular HGTV series but must admit she’s a fan.

Q & A on Sally Stuart’s Christian Writers’ Market Guide

You’ve heard it mentioned in just about every class you’ve taken; you’ve thumbed through it and are overwhelmed. So, where do you begin? Come learn about what many writers call “their other bible.”

Chunk It and Clump It

How to find more time for your writing by learning to chunk and clump (and other time tamers and trippers).

How to Write A Dynamite Query- The Template Method

Come learn how query templates are the writer’s key to multiplying your efforts, what makes yours a stand out from other queries, and how to avoid those things that scream “amateur.”

Mapping a Great Article

Learn the writer’s secret to article success—mapping. It’s a tool all good writers use when drafting their manuscripts to help them create one wining article after another. After this workshop, you will be one of those writers, too. 

One Stormy Night…Happily Ever After

Learn how to write beginnings that will grab the reader from the very first line, use transitions that will carry your reader through every point, and still end with a wiz-bang punch and not simply a period. The handouts alone make this class a must-take. 

I’m a Writer, Not a Speaker

You’ve been called to write, but now you discover if you write you must have a platform—you must speak. This class will give you the confidence to share your message, teach the truths, and tell those publishers, “Yes, I speak.”

Marketing Basics for the Beginning Writer

From setting up your topics list to reading Sally Stuart’s Christian Writers Market Guide and knowing where to send your prized piece, this class will help you move forward with confidence.
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